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f To the Honourable 1 
HDR INNE SLI. Eg: | | 
4 q; 


One of the Burgeſſes of the Univerſity of 
e | 


Sir CHARLES CARTERET, on Barrs 4 

Sir BRADWARDINE JACKSON] 6 

Edward Jeffarys, Eſq; q 7] | Nath. Caſtletor, Bly 
Thomas Medley, Ei (S ebe Hale, Eſq; 


John Evelyn, Eſq; John Fleermoad,. 
Mr. Eqw. Glen Tr. | — Tran. en,, 


Mir. Char les Breſtey, . 
S TEWARDS 


| Muſt ſhaw: my ſelf; my Honoured Friend, 
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wholly deſtitute of that Wiſdom I have 

been recommending to You, if ſhould any 
longer entertain a mean Opinion of a Diſcourſe, 
which YOU - have been” Fears to favour and 
honour with your Approbations; by your ſo una-- 
11mouſly defring its Publication. 

I know your Zeal for the Place of our Edu 
cation own which your ſelves have. reap'd ſo 
great and Happy Advantages ) has led you to tk | 
kindly even of this Poor mance, 2 e Aim, next. 
2 10 


— — — 


The Dedication. 
10 that of doing good, is 10 do it that Honour 
which YOU, who are the beſt Conmment on my 
4 Text, demonſtrate to the World it defervs, 
And in this too we moſt readily agree, fince I an 
more concern'd for the Reputation of ETON 
than my 

"Tis, believe me, 44 ſatisfattiou to l 
that love, (i. e. who know) that Famous Nur- 
ery of Learning, to ſee ſo handſome an 4 
— of RT _ _ nts: 
aud fo fair a Choice of STEWARDS, WISE in 
every good ſeuſe, that are ſo able and willing to 
ſhew their Reſpet and Duty to their Excellent 
Mother. Such Sons as You reflect Honour on Her, 
and repay with Intereſt the Luftre You borrow'd 
„ 
© That She auch proceed in being fruitfhl in thoſe 
that may be famous and Emizent in the Pulpit, 
may adorn and [bing in the Senate · Houſe, my 
far and be confpicuaus ar the Bar, and uy 
every way be le to their Couuirey : and 
in a word, , . . That ſhe way ill glory in [web Sov 
as You, that are uot only au Oruamant to Her, bu 
who may be au Hauaur to whatever Puffs and 
Stations Hall enjoy TAU, ts Heber) an 1 
felgned Prayer of, Gaus lem, 


Vour very Wes , 
5 J. RAU SON. 


Fecleſaſtes Il. 13 
Then I ſaw that Wiſdom excelleth 
Folly, as far as light excelleth 


darkneſs. 


< HIS noble Commendation - of . Wiſdom 
comes not from One that was unacquaint- 
ed with It, or its juſt Value; but from 
Him, that having preferr d it to all things, 
bind alſo the largeſt Portion of this Bleſſing, a- 
ong all the Sons of Men. For God gave Solomon 1 Kings 4-29, 
iſdom and underſtanding, exceeding much, and large. 3** 
eſs of heart, even as the ſand that is on the ſea-ſhore. 
For he was wiſer than all men, (aid an inſpird 
enman ; and ſurely none ſo able. to give a Cha- 
er of Wiſdom, as the wiſeſt Man. + 
Now, tho Knowledge appears to have this Ex- 
lence above other Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments ; 
at it's attended with no Satiety, brings no burthen 
its Owner; yet our Author having in the pre- 
ding Chapter declar'd, That he had given his v. 
urt to know wiſdom, and to know 1 7 and folly 
je ſee he would know. AZ things) adds, -I per- ; 
ned, That this alſo is vexation of ſpirit. For in 
ch wiſdom is much grief: and he that encreaſeth 
wledge, encreaſeth e r N 
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diſadvantage ot Wiſdom; in my Text He ſeems 
to recollect himſelf, and to inform us; That tho 
He that is moſt knowing, has the quickeſt ſenſ 
of the Miſeries of Life, and that the difficuly 
of attaining Wiſdom fills us with Anxiety; ad 
the different Opinions of even Wiſe Men diſtric 

and perplex us; yet ſtill in the Words of ny 
Text. He ſaw, i. e. diſcovered or found out by 
experience, That Wiſdom excelleth Folly, as far a 
| Bight excelleth darkneſs. | 


By Wiſdom, as is well known, we are chif 
to underſtand Virtue and Religion. I fay cif] 
becauſe we are not to conſider Her as excluſive 0 
Humane Wiſdom ; for that in conjunction the 
do mutually fupport and adorn each other. 

For Learning without Goodneſs, like a gra 
unwieldy Building without a juſt Foundation; 
apt to tumble and fink with its own weigit 
and Goodneſs without Knowledge, does too oft 
produce a blind and imprudent Zeal: like a St 
Without a Rudder, Ballaſt and Compaſs ; it m 
Pofibly reach its Port, but tis ten thouſand to on 
it does not. | 9 

So that J entreat en to obſerve as a Prelimin 
„ That when I ſpeak of Knowledge, I me 
that which has Piety for its Companion; 4! 
when I ſpeak of Goodneſs, T underſtand 4 
which is under the guidance of Knowledge, 
2 ſound Mind. In this ſenſe -----Wiſdow excelt 
Folly, as far as light excelleth darkneſs. 


That this might not then be remembred to the 
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In diſcourſing on which Words, that T may do 


the | 
en the right I am able to this Great Subject, and U 
tho ur Preſent Solemmity, I ſhall endeavour by God's hy 
er 0.02nce, and with your Patience, which I muſt 1 
ul Weak on a Theme ſo copious and inexhauſtible, to 
an et you ſee, : | 


1. The Propriety of the Compariſon between 


— - — — * 
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iſſom and Light, and of that between Darkneſs 
nd Folly. | TD + 


2. How great ſoever the diſtance is between Light 
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bind Darkneſs, there is as great between Wiſdom 
of) Wa Folly. | { 


3. We ſhall look into the great benefits ariſing 
om the One to the World, and the Diſadvantages | 


— 2 — 


greg rom the Other. 

MN; | PS: ETON 
gh Firſt then. To look iuto the Propriety, &. 
1 | N 


Light, without doubt, is the greateſt earthly 
t ma elung, that the Eternal Father of Lights did e- 
er yet confer upon the Children of Men. Tis 
y ths, that we diſtinguiſh the Beauty of the 
reation, and learn to admire the Wifdom and 
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meg poodneſs of the Creator, that has made this Di- 
ne proviſion for the Sons of Men. The Sun, the 
d fountain of all Light below it, at the fame time 
5 t ſhews its Beams, diſplays its own Luſtre and 


lory: Nor is it ſtrange, that the Worſhip of choſe 
do had forgotten the teaching of their Fathers, 
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in an Object, from which they deriv'd all the 


Plal. 30. 5+ 


Aal. 97. II. 
1 Tim. 6. 16. 


| - Mich. J. 9. 
| Dan. 5. 14. 


Mat. 5. 14. 
Luke 8. 8. 


| | 1 Theſſ. 5. 5. 
| Epheſ. 5. 8. 


and of Each other, the Avoiding of Evil, and 


— 


and grown feeble in their own” Reaſon, terminate 


Happineſs of Senſe. They ſaw, that. to Vn 
immediately they ow'd the Diſtinction of Thing 


the Apprehending of Good, and generally all the 
Proviſions and agreeable Functions of Life. Hi. 
vineſs may endure for a night, that time of dark. 
neſs, Affüiction and Diſcomfort ; but the Sun re. 
vives and cheers us, and Foy cometh in the man. 
ing. Before Light ſprang up, what was the Earth 
but a rude Chaos 2 And if God had not been 
pleas'd to ſay, Let there be Light, the whole Cre 
ation had been made in vain. Hence tis, tht 
Light is put for things that are moſt Excellent, 
Thus Light, i. e. Joy, # ſown for the Righteou, 
and gladneſs for the Upright in heart. It is put 
for the Manſions of Eternal Glory... Dwelliy 
in the Light, which no man can approach unt, 
It denotes Proſperity-----Ze will bring me forth 1 
the Light: and Knowledge. Darius tells Da. 
niel, That the ſpirit of the Gods was in in hin, 
and that Light, and Underſtanding, and excellent 
Wiſdom was found in him. The Apoſtles, or the 
Converts to Chriſtianity, are calld----7he Light 
the World; and in another place; ----Zhe Children 
Light are oppos'd to the Children of this world 
And the Theſſalonians are call'd The Children 
Light; and the Epheſians are bid to Halt 
gs ſuch. JJ Ae ES, 


And 
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the And now What greater Honour can be given 
Hin to Wiſdom than to compare her with that which 


is.moſt Excellent; and to be That to which the 


1 moſt Excellent things have ſtill been compar' d: 
Iten And indeed as Light is in the Material, ſo is Wiſ- 


Eh. dm in the Intellectual World. Tis Wiſdom that 
lark. teaches us the diflerence between Good and E- 
2 vil, points out to us the broad Paths of Error, 
Es and guides us to the Tlluſtrious, tho narrow One, 
t of Truth. It is Wiſdom that diſpels the Clouds of 
been Ignorance, clears and envigorates our Faculties, 
Cre WY highly advances Humane Nature Now, and per- 
tha fects it in a better State hereafter. For no Crea- 
len: ture is born ſo helpleſs, ſo. poor and fo imperfect 
my as Man; and none able to riſe ' ſo high, by the 
mf bre, like the worſt Earth uncultivated, brings 
111; forth little elſe, but Noxious; or Uſeleſs: Herbs! 
and Weeds; and Man of himfelf is diſcourteous, 


Da. #nd almoſt Savage, before he is Civilized and 


him, brought to good manners, by the Inſtructions of 
ellen the Viſe ... . Tis true, good Natural Parts, with- 


the out Learning, may like untill'd Ground, accidentally | 


ght produce ſomewhat that is very commendable :-But 
en chen there will be ſuch a Mixture of that which is 


void and unprofitable, that, all together, it will | 


en prove but a ſmall Value. They give at beſt but: 
alt © unequal glaring Light, and are hardly ſufficient : 
| 4 ranſome a Man from the Condition of Bar- 
my: nom att 5 J)) ends Vis 


And + „ Be 
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put aſtiſtance of Education and Knowledge. For Na- 
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Light. Tis remarkable, that among the Plagues 


prime Togredient in the Torments of the Dam d, 
| Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. The vile and cor. 


that it bears ſo near 2 Reſemblance to Darkneſs, 


_ veſs that debas d and depretiated Humane Nature; 


And ſuch is a State of Tgnorance, moſt juſtly 
compared to Darkneſs, in which Men are always 
in a Maze, and perpetually ſtumble, or are in 
continual Fears leſt they ſhould ; and to have the 
Soul void of Knowledge and Underſtanding, is a5 
uncomfortable, as to be deſtitute of bodily Eyes, 
and to want the cheering and guiding Rays of 


with which God viſited the Egyptians , wherein 
there was ſtill a gradual riſing from Bad to 
Worſe, That that of Darkneſs did immediately 
precede that of the Death of the firſt-born , as if 
there were no Judgment between Darkneſs and 
Death, no Gradation of ſuperior Evil or Diſmay, 
Accordingly we find Darkneſs repreſented as 2 


and the fad Manſion of the accurſed Spirit 1s calld, 


rupt Religion of the Gentiles, which God abhorr d, 
is call'd by the Name of Darkneſs , Te were dartueſs, 
but now are ye Light in the Lord, ſays the ſame Apo- 
ſtle, expreſſing the Converſion of the Epheftans from 
Gentiliſm to the Chriſtian Faith. And lower he 
comprehends all wickeneſs, under the general Chara- 
cter of Works of Darkneſs. 5 
What then can be ſaid worſe of Igrorance, than 


fince thereby is repreſented all that is dreadful and 
ſinful, and all that is odious and unacceptable to the 
Divine Nature? And well may that be call d Dart. 


as that is moſt worthy of the Name of Light, that 
advances and ennobles it. 1 
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To proceed, Learning, Arts and Civility had 
their beginning in the Eaſt, and from thence ſpread = 
themſelves like the rr {S thence firſt came, and 
thence were Renew'd Religion and Philoſophy, and 
all the Advantages and Ornaments of Humane Na- 
ture, Nevertheleſs in length of time, the Nations 
of the Earth ſank again and again into Barbarity 
and Blindneſs; Nay, the Head and Metropolis it 
ſelf of Literatare and Manners degenerated to Lux- 
ury, —_— and Ignorance: and They and the reſt 
of Mankind might have continued Dark and Bru- 
tiſh, had not ſome Seeds as it were of Light and 
Learning fubſiſted and rekindled in their Off. spring. 
the Grecians. They by their Commerce and Colo- 
nies, and then their Scholars the Romans by their 
Conqueſts (which the Divine Providence ſeems to 
have ſuffer d for that very end) Revivd in moſt 
Parts of the Earth Letters, and Arts, and Civil Or- 
der, and Prudence, and I had almoſt ſaid, Humane 
Nature it ſelf. With their Commonwealth they en- 
larged the Confines of Light, and made the Regi- 
ons of Wiſdom and Learning as Univerſal as their 
Dominions. All this indeed was imperfect: yet it 
pleaſed God, that 2hjs as a Preparation ſhould go 
before the Manifeftation of entire Knowledge and 
everlaſting Light, even of Religion and Immorta- | 
ity, and of his Som, the Wiſdom of the Father. 1 cor. 1. 24. 
from all which confidered together it fully appears, ö 
That Wiſdom is well repreſented by Light, aud Dark- 
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2. J proceed therefore to my Second Particular, 
"Iz. How great ſoever the diftauce is between Light: 
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peg Darkneſs, there is as great between Wiſdom ard 
Folly: | 8 5 
5 57 Folly is not to be underſtood any natural 
Defect or Imperfection in the Underſtanding , but | 
rather mean and low. Parts, deſtitute of acquird b 
Knowledge. There are, I know, who ſay, Tlut f 
there is as much difference between an Ar iſtoth t 
— 35. or a Plato, and Vim that holdeth the Plough aul { 
2 glorieth in the Goad, as the Son of Sirach expreſſes 0 
it 5 28 between Him aud the Beaſts of the 1 eld. 4 
Though. I cannot allow this, becauſe it is too e 
great an Indignity to Reaſon, even in the loweſt Wi {| 
degree: Yet I will venture to ſay, That it will WM 
admit of any Compariſon. that falls ſhort of lat. 
Nor can I ſay with others, That an , I»teledual 
Being, though never ſo miſerable , is to be pre. Wl 4 
„ ferr'd to no Being at all; and that Annihilation is an 
e, . more to be dreaded than Damnation ; becauſe our WW b 
26% bade Lord (the Fountain of all Knowledge and Wiſ 
. v dom) has faid,----- Good were it for that Man, if he | 
Cheyln. had never been born, ſpeaking of the execrable WW ju 
Judas. Though I cannot aſſent to this, yet I wil 
fy, That when we conſider what great and mo- : 
mentous Diſcoveries are owing to the Studies and gir 
Induſtry of the Learned, the rea! and ſalſtautii WM dor 
Profits ariſing from Arts to Mankind, we cannot Ad 
doubt, but it pleaſes Him, who ſaid , Let there le hay 
Light, and there was Light, that we ſhould name an, 
with high Honour hoſe Servants of his, that hy that 
his Aſſiſtance have conveyed Sciences and Know- and 
ledge to the World. „„ 
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Thus the Art of Grammar is an Introduction to 
all Learning, and indeed is the Ground- work upon 
which all Knowledge is built. It's Rules by which 
the Learned ſtill aſſure themſelves, either in the 
Way of an expreſs Recurrence, or an habitual 
tho inſenſible Uſe and Benefit, contain the Rea- 
ſon and Philoſophy of Speech; and therefore with- 
out em 'twill ſcarce be poſſible to Learn or Teach 
any thing elſe expeditely ; and there have been 
Great Men, who have not been aſham'd to own, 
that they have through their whole Life felt the 
want of them. = BETS 


I I might inſtance in Oratory, that has given us the 
Art of perſwading to noble and virtuous Actions, 
and of painting Vice in its odious and proper Co- 
lours, and with that Deformity it deſerves. | 


In Logic . that teaches Men to reaſon truly and 
juſtly, and to diſcover thoſe who do not. 


In F;ftory, that equals young Men with old, that 
gives an Account of the Riſe and Decay of King- 
doms; and of the Examples and Councils, and the 
Actions and Ends of Great Men; and what things 
lave chiefly contributed to their Stability or Ruin. 
And it encourages Men to do praiſe-worthy things 
that their Names may be recorded with Honour, 
ind deters Great Men from contrary Practices, 


= yup inherit nothing but Ignominy and Re- 


Ci : 5 'E might. 
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1 might inſtance in Arithmetic, without which 
all Trade and Commerce muſt almoſt be at a ſtand; 
and in ſeveral parts of the Mathematics, that! are 
ſo very ſurprizing, as to be taken by the injudi. 
cious and unskiltul Vulgar, purely for the "Effet 
of Magic and Conjur ation They who arc 
skilld in Dioptrics know how to frame Glaſſes, 
that by enlarging or contracting, or by inverting 
_ whatever is preſented to them, ſhall puzzle and 
confound thoſe, whoknow not the Cauſes of things, 
Nay more.. .. by others they can make the mol 
remote Objects Approximate or draw near, and 
make us happily conjecture at their diſtance , land 
enable us to meaſure it; all which to an Ordinar 
Capacity is unconceivable and incomprehenſible. 
By them it has been found, that the Earth ( on 
which we are ſo enamourd ) is but a Milt 
part of the Sun, and but a Point compar d with the 
Heavens. And that probably thoſe Stars, that ap- 
pear to unaſſiſted Eyes only like Spangles in jthe 
Heavens, are as large and as glorious as the Sun, 
we ſo admire. 7 | 


ITwas a Ray of the Divine Wiſdom , that few 

Job 26. Mankind firſt, how GO fretched out the North cue em 
| the empty place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing 

It was the ſame Wiſdom that'ſhew'd us, how Un Les 

form the Acts of the Great Creator were, who fe 

duly and regularly moves the heavenly Bodies, anq Lea 
ſupports their Motion by One Law of Gravitas ad 

'Tis by this, that the Phenomena of Tides are Dell df 4 


ſolvd, and their Laws, their Times and Seaton mi: 
; | g art 


”— 


a 


| Gentlemen educated at Eton«Sthool. 


1 


. n — — 


Mankind will hardly enquire for another reaſon of 
them 3 2 | | tf ? 


Nothing is more uſeful. than the certain Diviſion 


of Time, nothing more pleaſant and admirable than 
the Contrivances for dividing it; and for thu too, 
we are inflebted to Aſtronomy. *Tis that noble Sci- 
exce, that affords'us- ſuch helps for Navigation (to 


the Improvement of which, under God, this Na- 


tion owes her Honour, Riches, and Defence) 
without which we ſhould: have no Charts of Sea 
or Land , or find the diſtance of remote Shores 
and Ports, and how to direct our Courſes to 
them. . n | 
Whether the neceſſity of Commerce cauſed Men 
to ſtudy theſe Arts firſt , or Curioſity, or the Love 
of Truth, I dare not pretend to determine; but 
thin is evident, that never any Diſcovery of Note- 
was, made by thoughtful Men, but it has been 
don applied to the publick good of Mankind. 

| Galileo thought not of applying his Pendulums- 
to Clocks, when he firſt diſcovered that their Vi- 
brations were Jſochroxical. But within half an 
Age after him That Art was greatly advanced by 
tie Uſe of them; and farther ------ à great many 
„amazing Truths found out, which our Predeceſſors 
knew nothing of, and which have their Uſes in 
Mechanic Contrivances, and might be mentioned, 
lt the Place and Time were proper for it.... For 
Learning of that kind has ſo many Allurements, 
nd affords ſo much pleaſure, that if the Knowledge 
af Art and Nature were to-be purchaſed with. much: 
Mere pains than it is, it were ſtill to be preferred 
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to a flothful Jgmorance, or a contented Te 


the Study of them. We admire not Now at the 


ing ſuch Chanels for the Blood and Nouriſhment, 


that every one muſt acknowledge it to be the Pro- 


And indeed it is one of the Excellencies of Wiſdom, 


— A 


tainty. | 

The wonderful Properties of Numbers and Lines 
that are found out by Geometry, ſurprize the Soul, 
and fill it with a Satisfaction, which none can con. 
ceive, but they who have addicted themſelves to 


force of Mechanic Powers, they are demonſtrable : and 
they that prefer Wiſdom to Folly, will never think 
it below their Quality , or not worth their while to 
ſtudy em, if their being uſeful to Mankind were 
laid aſide, and the bare pleaſure of Speculation were 
conſidered. 85 

But above all. Aſtronomy ſhews and proves, 
That the great and all wiſe Mind extends it {elf to 
the remoteſt Objects of the Univerſe, and there- 
by demonſtrates, That the ſame may take care of 
the concern of each Particular Soul (a thing that 
puzzled Epicurus) which can extend it ſelf to ſo 
many Syſtems of Suns and Worlds, at the fame 
tune. | | | 
And on the other hand, if we contemplate tile 
ſmalleſt Animals by Microſcope-Glaſſes, we ſhall ſee 
how Curious the Divine Hand has been in form- 


ſuch Ligaments and Springs for the Motion of their 
Bodies, and all ſo wondertul for Uſe and Manner, 


duct of Infinite Power, Thought, and Goodnefs. 


That it convinces us of the Being, the Omnipotence, 
and certain Providence of an All- good God over 


Mankind. 5 
All 
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All which being ſo, tis needleſs to tell you, 
that the great Value of Learning appears from 
e univerſal Eſteem of it, and from the unwil- 
ingneſs that the moſt Unknowing have to be 
hought Tgnorant, from the ſevere Reflection that 
Every one makes himſelf for the neglect of it; 


to 
the Nad from Every one's being deſirous of being 12 
2nd Wſthought knowing, and the pretended new ways 


to become ſo ; and of being ſo, as eaſily as | 
may be. From hence have proceeded thoſe Nu. | : 
merous Tranſlations, Univerſal Dictionaries, and A- 0 
ridgments of Sciences (thoſe ſhort ways to Ig- 
norance) for the help of the Lazy, to which if 
here be not ſome ſtop put, and ſome public Diſ- 
wragement given, it will portend the Loſs of the 
urned Languages, and the ruine of true Learning. 
...... I might farther urge the great Honours 
aid to the renown'd Philoſophers of old, their 
ing called to the Courts of Princes, and being 
made Councellors to the moſt flouriſhing Empires ; 
a Rule that has not been fince ſo well obſerved, 
x We ſhould not have had ſuch wretched Miſtakes 
in Policy, which J had rather bury in Oblivion, than 
reV1VEC. | | 
I might fay farther, That Learning ſatisfies the 
Deſires of a Man's Soul, is the only unalienable 
oleſſion ; that it arms him with Courage and 
kelolution , and makes him unvulnerable in the 
Day of Adverfity : That it prevents or leſſens 
hole Troubles, to which Mankind is obnoxious, 
nd Knowledge in a perfect degree is reſerved as 
Completion of the Happineſs of the Bleſi them 
«ves. might (I fay) urge this and more; but I 
| 5 con- 


* — 


* — * TM * 1 N ” : . . oa » _—__— Pa 
# 7 ** 
4 
6 | . SIA 
d 4 1 0 5 2 11 } 
* FI a 1 


4 . 
1 a 
* 
* 


W 


conſider I ſpealt to thoſe who know and feel 2575 ng 


who are before hand with me in what Fhave ſaid, or 
can ſay, on this Weighty Subject. So that I paß 
onto my ern *'5 C1 


3d And laſt Particular, which is... .. 70 inf 
into the great Benefits ariſing: from Wiſdom to the 
World and the diſauvuntages from Folly. 


To Wiſdom we owe Civility and good Manners, 
and not only all the great and noble Improvements 
of Arts and Sciences, but even thoſe Arts and Scien. 


ces themſelves. For Man of himſelf, till form'd by 


Education and Literature, is fera Natur; Learn. 
ing and the Liberal Arts ſoften him, and make him 
Tame and Converſible. Tis Learning that Seaſons 
the Mind with generous and Noble reſolutions, and 
brings it to a juſt contempt of Inhumanity and Sor. 
didneſs. In the State of Nature, Man is an Inhabi. 
tant of the Field and Woods, he lodges in the Ca- 
verns of the Earth, he hunts like the Lion and Ty- 
ger for his Food; he diſdains all Laws, and has 
little elſe but his Fre Shape, to declare he 1s 
no Brute. I wou'd not ſo affront Reaſon, as to 


rank a Creature a little lower than the Angels a. 


mong the Beaſts. that periſh; yet ſurely I may be 
allow'd to ſay, That even Reaſon like a rough Di. 
amond, tho it may have its Native Worth in it, 
yet diſcovers it not till poliſh'd and ſet to advantage. 


The ſeeds of Knowledge lie dormant and conceald 
in the Soul, but muſt be drawn out by Induſiry 


and Culture: and He who will not ſuffer Diſcipline, 


exert himſelf, and endeavour to be what he = 
e be, 
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be, remains a uſaleſs Burthen to che Earth. Is 
wiſdom then that diſarms Men of their Native 
ferceneſs, and makes em Acceſſible and Courteous; 


Time, before the World grew learned 2 How un- 


Poſterity 2 What Vaſts Chaſms are there in Hiſtory? 
and how little acquainted are we with theEarl- 
eſt Ages of the World? What acheap of Anachro- 


with, not fully to be explicated and reconciłd with 
all the aid of Cbrauolagy, by Men of the Greateſt 


Thus for the firſt 3000 Vears Wen have hardy afy 


Accounts of their Gods, their Demi god and their 
Heroes being to fabulous, that had not God been 
pleas d to have given us a Writing of Unqueſtion- 
able Authority, we might have been puzled about 


thought, as abſurd as it is, with ſome of the Phi- 
loſophers, that they were Etern al. 10 


form Laws: Wiſdom it ſelf taught em, That ſub- 
jection to Goverment is the preſervation to of 
tvery Mans Liberty; and that u Tyranny is ſo 
deltructive, as the leaving Men to their own wills, 
tnout any Superiour power to reſtrain em. Nox / 
tao theſe are conſiderable Advantages, yet _ 


and humanity (we Know-) does not barely denote 
Humane Nature, but the Improvement of it. 
How perplex'd and confusd are the Accounts f 


certain are the Methods of delivering Dan | 


ſms, Inconſiſtencies, andilmpoſſibilities do we meet 


Learning and Perſpicuity in more diſcerning Ages. 
thing but the Sacred Story to he depended on; their 


the Original of the World and Mankind, and 


When: Learning and Arts took place, Men be-. 
gan to Unite into (Societies, to huild Cities and to 
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any One be fo wife (as in the Chapter after m 


Fe ſhall not uſe em. 


2 Cor. 1. 26. 


they are but Temporary, and have their Relat. 
on cheifly to this World, 

| Farther ſtill therefore 2400, Learning is a Noble In. 
ſtrument of putting us into a State of Grace; it 
Natural Tendency (as all its Teachers have ſheyn 
us) being to Virtue and Religion. 


That Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion, is : 
Maxim ſuited only to a Church, whoſe Intereſt 
muſt Cheriſh 0 Zeal, but that without Knowledge; 
and in whoſe Votaries Ignorance and Blindneſs ar 
the chiefeſt- and moſt convenient Qualifications 
For when Men are to be led, and muſt not ſee fo 
themſelves, what occaſion have hey for Eyes? I 


Text) as to have his Eyes in his head; His Guide 
Men wiſe in their Own Generation, will take care 


Ignorance is indeed a proper means of Advancing 
Mahometiſm, that muſt be planted and ſupporte 
by force; but Cbriſtanity flyes not the light bu 
courts it; and He who is moſt Wiſe, will be mol 
willing to comply with its Inſtitution. Tis tru 
indeed, St. Paul has told us, that Not many Wij 
Men are call; but He explains himſelf -- Wife ai 
the Fleſh, i.e. Wiſe in their own eyes, that diſdain 
2 Religion that was taught by a meek. and low 
Jeſus, and humble and unlearned Apoſtles - 

Nay, even in this Age of Light we are told, ti 
Learning puts out the Eye of Faith, and Obſiruc 
the Emanation of God's. Grace: but tis plain, ” Of 
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Lbey who talk thus, have 10 Eyes of their Own --- Tt 
is their little learning, not abundance, that makes 


vf Sciences, was Maſter of a great many of them; and 204. 
they who have declaim'd againſt Learning, have done 


brought Honour to that Cauſe, it ſeem'd to decry. 
Pride indeed in Learned Men, uſeleſs Curioſities, 


i /ichievous Per-werſions of Knowledge, and all 
cre WW cir Follies and Vices, may fuccesfully be expos d, 
I s well as the Vain pretences of the Half learned: but | 


Wiſdom and Learning it ſelf never can... We 
know, there are Worthleſs people that have Us'd 
their dull Railery, and poor Jeſts againſt it; of whom 
to ſpeak moſt favourably, ... They know not its 
Value — or they cannot attain it — or it detects 
heir Tgnorance . nor can they love the Quiver, out 
of which ſuch keen Arrows are drawn. Twere to 
be wiſh't indeed they were more browing; for then they 
wou'd be Jeſs Olſtinate, it being a juſt obſervation 
confirm'd daily --- That a little knowledge poſſeſſes 
Men with Vanity, and a great deal cloths em with Hu- 
ity, They who know but a little, think that 
tle to be much; but knowledge has that adyan- 


1 ee, chat it makes Men ſenſible of their Ignorance. 
*. * But how can He be good, that Knows not 


uy he it. ſo? His being ſo is by chance, and not by 
ice. That goodneſs that is built upon any 6- 
ler bottom than knowledge, is like the Flonſe 
ult you the Sands, that can bear no Aﬀault either 
rom Cunning or Wicked Men; as is ſadly Veti- 
© In too many Young Men, unwary and . 


en ſo mad... .. He who wrote ſo well of the Vanity Corn. Aris. 


it by the help of it. Folly was too wiſely commended, E. n. 6- 
to bring any Reputation to it: the very Argument vi Excom. 


» 
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they are but Temporary, and have their Rel, 
on cheifly to this World. by . 
Farther ſtill therefore 20%, Learning is a Noble ly, 
ſtrument of putting us into a State of Grace; it 
Natural Tendency (as all its Teachers have ſhey 


Seruoriay ent Nut. de Tiz. Edue. 


That /gnorance is the Mother of Devotion, is: 
Maxim ſuited only to a Church, whoſe Intereſ 
muſt Cheriſh 0 Zeal, but that without Knowledge; 
and in whoſe Votaries Ignorance and Blindneſs are 
the chiefeſt and moſt convenient Qualification 
For when Men are to be led, and muſt not ſee fo 
themſelves, what occaſion have 7hey for Eyes? I 
any One be fo wife (as in the Chapter after m 
Text) as to have his Eyes in his head; His Guide 
Men wiſe in their Own Generation, will take care 
He ſhall not uſe em. 97:7 | 
Ignorance is indeed a proper means of Advancing 
Mahometiſm, that muſt be planted and ſupporte 
by force; but Chriftanity flyes not the light but 
courts it; and He who is moſt Wiſe, will be mo 
willing to comply with its Inſtitution. Tis tu,, 
indeed, St. Paul has told us, that Not many Wii 
Men are calldd; but He explains himſelf— Wife fi 
the Fleſh, i. e. Wiſe in their own eyes, that diſdain 
2 Religion that was taught by a meek. and low!) 
Jeſus, and humble and unlearned Apoſtles. 
Nay, even in this Age of Light we are told, w If 


Learning puts out the Eye of Faith, and Obſtruc ron 


the Emanation of God's Grace: but tis plain, 1 
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« their little learning, not abundance, that makes 


ey who have declaim'd againſt Learning, have done 


pride indeed in Learned Men, uſeleſs Curioſities, 


5 Wi chievous Per-werſions of Knowledge, and all 


ter. ci Follies and Vices, may fuccesfully be expos d, 
I 5 well as the Vain pretences of the Half learned: but 


iſdom and Learning it ſelf never can.. We 
now, there are Worthleſs people that have Us' 
heir dull Railery, and poor Jeſts againſt it; of whom 


heir Tgnorance --- nor can they love the Quiver, out 
ff which ſuch keen Arrows are drawn. Twere to 
be wiſh't indeed they were more knowing, for then they 
rou'd be Jeſs Olſtinate, it being a juſt obſervation 
confirm'd daily --- That a little knowledge poſſeſſes 
en with Yanity, and a great deal cloths'em with Hu- 


0008i/i7. They who know but a little, think that 


ile to be much; but knowledge has that adyan- 


_ vly heis ſo His being ſo is by chance, and not by 
hoice. That goodneſs that is built upon any 6- 
er bottom than knowledge, is like the Houſe 
llt upon the Sands, that can bear no Aſſault either 
tom Cunning or Wicked Men; as is ſadly Veri- 
ied in too many Young Men, unwary and 3 


ey who tall thus, have no Eyes of their Ow 1 It 


” "a {peak moſt favourably, ... They know not its 
u ane --- or they cannot attain it — or it detects 


tage, that it makes Men ſenſible of their Ignorance. 
„ But how can Ze be good, that Knows not 


„ ſo mad. .... He who wrote ſo well of the Vanity Corn. 4gris- 
Sciences, was Maſter of a great many of them; and 2% 


by the help of it. Folly was too wiſely commended, Ern. Ibs 
o bring any Reputation to it: the very Argument i Excom. 
rought Honour to that Cauſe, it ſeem'd to decry; 
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face of true Argument, to thoſe of little reading, 
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ed at their firſt appearance in the world, that ar 
too often ruin'd by em, and become their Tro. 
phies. In a diſputing and contentious Age, , 
who is without the Props and ſupport of Learning, 
eſpecially if he preſumes he is not, will be tooapt to 
fall; ſince Boldneſs and Sophiſtry will carry the 


and bad diſcernment. 
There are Deceivers in the World, that under the 
ſhew of Learning attack the unprepared ; but thi] 
cannot call the Fruit of Learning, but the able and 
want of it; and it Verifies that known Obſervation, 
That the beſt things Corrupted prove the worſt. Know- 
ledge is not the leſs Tales, tho' the Devil has 
one of his names from it; Learning will be eſteemd 
by the Wiſe and Good, tho' it be fometimes per: 
verted, and made uſe of to the Worſt of purpoſes 
J am not inſenſible of the danger that may arik 
from N either in diſcontented or unſtable 
Minds. For ſome of the firſt Heretics that diſturb 
the Church of Chriſt, took their names from Know 
ledge: and pretenders to knowledge have in every 
Age been Vexatious to Her. 25 
Learning then with goodneſs, is what Thave-all a 
long contended for. Without thi a Divine may contr 
.bute to the Salvation of others, but may afterward 
himſelf become a Caſt-away ; as they who built ti 
Ark to fave others, themſelves periſh'd with ti 
World. Without bis the Phyfician may preſery 
the Bodies of others, and loſe his Own. Soul; an 
the Advocate may plead and carry other Mer 
cauſes, and for that very pleading be condemn'd "int 
fel. Knowledge then is vain, unleſs govern d by t#4 
Wiſdom that deſcends from. abeve. Na 
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Nor {till do I /o plead for Learning, as not to 
low at the ſame time, that Good Pk in a ſted- 
ſt and Virtuous Mind, is juſtly preferrible to all 
he Knowledge of Books, and Learning of Colleges. 
addled together in a Soul void of Integrity, and 
britian Reſolution. . i airy e | 

Now however pernicious Learning, when ill-di- 
ected, has been, yet Ignorance has ſtill. been more 
; wherever it has laid its heavy hands, every 


are 
Tro. 

He 
ing, 
{ to 

the 
ling, 


* hing has ſunk in haſty ruine. Ta 8 ee 
= te Multicude has eber been apt to be miſled 
- WP" crafty Seducers, and/ in leſs knowing Ages has 


een found moſt eaſy ta be deceived; as they are 
y Jug/ers, where, there is the leaſt light to detect 
he Cheat. Thus in the midale Ages of the Church, 
hen Learning was at a. Low Ebb, the Innovati- 
ns of falſe Doctrines and Diſcipline flow'd into lier; 
he Prieſthood it ſelf having little other Learning, 


now- 
| has 
rem d 


5 pet- 
poſes, 


* han a Certain ſet of Wicked Politics, by which they 
mubdk rade che Laity pay a blind and implicit Obe 
_ ence to her ſenſleſs and unreaſonable Decrees. 


, For, how lamentable muſt be the Tgnorance of 
lvſe Ages, when any Man that had a little skill in 
""loſophy, and knew more than the People, was 
ought to be a Maſter and Practitioner of forbid- 
jen Arts, or to be a Heretic at leaſt? Muſt not 


has theſe be fine judges of a Matter of Controver- 


every 
. all a 
*ontri 
ward 


lt ti 
h hand how Qualified muſt hey appear to impoſe 
ee” fir Devout N after they had perſwaded 
n ot ol their ſenſes, and made em believe, that Hoc en Cor- 


Men four words they cou'd turn Bread into Fleſh, the pus meum- 
tin li of our Redeemer, 1 in Glory in the Hea- 
y tha ns: Such Infants in underſtanding muſt needs be 


eaſily 
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eaſily led, eſpecially to external Pomp and ſplendor 
to which weak and uns kilful Minds are moſt diſpod 
In thoſe unlearned Ages they corrupted the Spouſe 
Chriſt, put upon her the Attire of the Strange Won 
inſtead of the Modeſt dreſs of a Chaſt Matron, and 
made her that Painted and gaudy J1do/, that Non: 
word have the whole World bow down to. 

But no- ſooner did Learning revive, but the Re. 
formation-lifted up her head, as the Riſing Sun dif 
pels the Fogs and Miſts. Had it indeed proceeded 
with the ſame ſwiftneſs it began, the Myſtical Balyln 
had entirely falln: but Mens lives, we fear, were not 
then; nor have been ſince, ſo pure as their Doctrines, 
ſo that whether for our Puniſhment or Tryal, or 
ſome other ſecret cauſe, they rather (I fear) gain 
ground, than loſe it... And indeed it muſt create 
ſome wonder, that Doctrines that had no other foun 
dation than Vale dreams, or the Indigeſtion of ſome 
Sleepy Monk; in a time of deep Ignorance, ſhout 
ſand the Teſt of wiſer Ages: this. is one of the many 
Miſchiefs Owing to Jnfalibility aſſum'd by thi 
Church; ſhe dares not own her ſelf miſtaken, and 
{d-muſt perſevere in Error, _ 

But theſe are not the Only ill effects of Ignorance, 
ſince ſo fruitful' a Mother cannot fail of many Sons 
Is it not the ſame that has rais'd, and is {till raiſing, 
ſo many ſtorms in the Chriſtian World; that if Men 
will not grow wiſer, one may, without Prophecy, 
foretell the Iſſue of it? Ts. it not the ſame fierce Ig 


norance that has been the unfortunate cauſe of 10 
much bloodſhed, of ſo many horrid Excutions, Mat 


acres-and Depopulations? For no Tatereſt of Pic 
or Prieſt cou'd have compaſt theſe things: They 5 | 
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by their Reſpects. Ignorance alone qualifies them to 
be inſpir'd with the orion Cruelty that appears on 
theſe Ocecaſions. herwiſe the Ambition and A- 
varice of the Great were difarm'd, wou'd find None 
to Applaud or Act their Butcheries, but remain de- 


Staining Religion with Blood.  * | 
So that, to conclude this Head They who decry 
Learning, wou'd remove One of the Greateſt Bul: 
warks and Ornaments (under God) of the Chriſtian: 
Faith ; without which the Accounts of Primitive Chri- 
fianity had been loft, the Bible had never been tranſla- 
ted, We might have-been too Rude to receive the Re- 


there might /z/ have been a Temple of Diana in the 
place of the Cathedral of St. Pauls. 


From what has been ſaid I draw theſe following. 
Concluſions. ef. 


mſt Valuable, where be means are furnith't towards. 
attaining her. And if fo, Great is Our Advantage, My 


tothe Place of Our education. There we find Directi- 
ons for the ways of Science, and are-furniſh't with a 
laſting Y7aticum to carry us through, and thoſe (ge- 

nerally ſpeaking) of an abſolute Neceſſity to all, that 
vou'd make any conſiderable progreſs in it. 


pretend that know lege is h inſpired; as in the be- 
guning of Chriſtianity; and that We: 9 5 


but lay the Plan, the Innocent Multitude are not mod 


ſtitute of all means and Inſtruments any longer of 


ligion we profeſs, and afterwards to reform it; and 


. If wiſdom then be ſo Excellent, 7hoſe Places are 


Bret hren, that whilſt Ido honour to Wiſdom; I do ſo too 


There are indeed ſome Yiforariesin the World who 
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ment of Knowledge, if God wou'd vouchſafe to 


quo Apoſiolus (1 Cor. 13. Acqui 
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caſion for Colleges or Schools. But whatever high 
Opinion hey have of their Own Attainments, e all | 
well know, That that which coſt em Nothing, is 
worth Nothing. When the Son of God was upon 
Earth, the then-Maſters of Languages were judg d un. 
fit (as they deſerved) to Preach the Goſpel : 'twas 
therefore in ſome degree neceſſary, that they ſhoud 
be pour'd down on others, for the Manifeſtation of 
the Power and Excellence of it: but in the follow. 
ing Ages, in which Miracles are ceas d, the Neceſ. 
ſity for ſuch ſupernatural Aſſiſtances did firſt ceaſe. 
When the Church is once confirm'd, there is no far. 
ther Occaſion for them: Her Authority and Teſti 
mony, Her Inſtruction, Choice and Miſſion of Pa. 
ſtors are ſufficient. . 

It woud, I confeſs, tend much to the Advance. 


infuſe into us at once the gift of Languages, as a ven 
þ : N 3 learned Author is of opinion that 
# vitaſutura haua dubie IR, „ 

beatis eff proprins aliquis He Will certainly do in rhe State 
Sermo, forte Angelicus ill de of rf 4 for then very great 
| 8 itions may be made in 

I. ) qui eorum animis flatim | y 
zoft gloriam infunditur, us the time, that we are conque- 
communibus votis __ lau- ring the difficulty of Langua- 
re airy ochun. ges. But ſince God has thought Wi 5c 
: tt, that ſo fair a Prize is not to 
be gain d without Early and Obſtinate labour, and ver 
that Man has much to know, and but a ſhort while I lac 
to accompliſh it; tis no ſmall happineſs to be ſet WI Th: 
right at firſt; ſo that we need not loſe any time or 
Way, nor fail of reaching the Goal before us, if #:: 
we faint not. For there, with the Divine Aſſiſtance, 


we are ſure not to labour in vain, the Method being 
| ds cer- 
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of Learning That tis ſo retir'd, and at ſo juſt 
2 diſtance from this Great City, im which ſo many 7/ 
Examples are to be ſeen, that in tender Minds are too 
apt to make a Stronger Impreſſion than the many 
good Ones; and farther, . . Where Children are too 
often made Men before their time, in ſpight of Na. . 
ture, and really learn their Vices..... So that upon 

the whole J may ſay without any fondneſs or Par- 
tiality to our Own, that it is really NO V, as the Pious 
Founder intended it HE MISRTESSOF ALL 
SCHOOLS. And this T hope, I may ſay, without 
offence; which, from the General eſteem, is ſaid & 
ven by Strangers. I coud ſay more, ----but To 
know it : and to add, may be diſpleaſing to ſome. 
[havedone, when J have ſaid, That its preſext flouriſh- . 


ug condition forbids us to ſay, The former times were 


letter than theſe. Tis great in all Mens Eyes, but 
theirs who make it ſo. pe | | 
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proper to this Place, and beſeech you to ſuffer the Mord 


of Exhortation. 
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Education; and let him know, That his Mother dif 
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But T haſten to a concluſion, and to the part moſt 
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For 2dly, The Honour of Eton- School depends not 
only on thoſe, who preſide at preſent over it, but ori 
Us, who have had the happineſs of having been Mem. 
bers of it, and have left it. So that if we have any 
regard to Her Credit and our Own, we muſt demon. | 
ſtrate to the World, That in that Excellent Place 
we learn'd not only Languages, but Vertue and Fe. 
ligion too. If any One then of Us be vicious and Im. 
moral, let him bluſh when he thinks where he had his 


owns him, and turns her head from ſuch a Degenerate 
Son ... Let then that Wiſdom that is from above direct 
you, and that Will make you Conſcientious at the 
Bar, Juſt and Honeſt in the Shop, and good and pious 
even in the Camp. She will guide your Steps in th! 


right Way, will imprint on the Conſcience and even . 
on the Face ſerenity and joy here, and after that con- ; 
duct you to Glory. But if we be u»profitable Se. e 
vants, and forget or neglect thoſe Excellent Precepts x 
we have been ſo fully taught; the Burning Furnace 1 
will be heated ſeven times hotter for thoſe, who have Z 


been ſo well inſtructed in their Maſter's will, and did it 
not. They muſt expect no mercy, who ſin againſt ſo 9 
much Knowledge, and ſo bright Conviction; andi 5, 
the loweſt Regions of Darkneſs muſt be their fad Por- 
tion, who have deſpis d ſo much light. | 

Once more 3dly, and in the laſt place In conſider q 
tion of the Excellency of Wiſdom -and Learning, | 
wou'd recommend to you the preſerving a Grate! 


and Honourable Memory of the Bleſſed Inſtrument of ; 
muctl 


r 


Gentlemen educated at Eton- School. 33 
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He ſhed his own moſt precious blood for Our ſakes ; 
- he has given us no commiſſion, to ſhed any fer 
J. | | | | 
ry" The Spreading of Conqueſts is too often the 
$ reading of Injuſtice ; whereas Publick Benefattions 
po. bor the Improvement of Mankind, by which Many, 
very Many, in a Conſtant Succeſſion, may be made 
Wiſe unto Salvation, do give down a greater and truer 
Luſtre to Poſterity ; and every Generation, at the 
ame of their Authors, will riſe up, and call them 


leſſed, 
| Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed then, for ever Bleſſed be Almighty God, by 
the direction of whoſe good Spirit ſo noble a Proviſion 
was made for Mam, and the means of Learning ſo eaſy 
to all of us... Bleſſed be his moſt Holy Name, that We 
particularly had the Benefit and Advantage of it... And 
Oh! 7hou, from whom Every good and perfect gift 
doth come, who alone didſt put it into the heart of thy 
Servant K. Hexry VI. to ere ſo noble and magnif- 
cent a Temple for thy ſervice, a Temple that has raisd 
the Wonder and Admiration of Every Age, but the 
Emulation ef None; do thou (for the *Hearts of King 
and Queens are in thy hand) do thou, We pray thee, 
up ſome Royal and Generous Spirit, to finiſh 2h 
Great Work, that that Excellent Prince ( whon il 
Age he liv'd in was not worthy ) began: that ſothu 
Learned and Flourifhing Society be not for ever thePiy 
and Commiſeration F thoſe who paſs by them; bu 
they may have ſometime Occaſion to ſay aa 
be thoſe Hearts and Hands that have done ſo gre 
things for us, whereof We rejoyce. Amen. | 


